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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

• If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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2a)E3 This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

According to the remarks filed March 18, 2005 Applicant argues that the claims 
as amended now overcome the rejection under 35 USC 112. Examiner respectfully 
disagrees. 

The claims are maintained to be of such breadth as to render them unclear as to 
what exactly Applicants claim to be the invention. Clearly any system capable of 
detecting a signal will do so according to a "rule" just from an operational standpoint. All 
systems operate on a rule, per se, and therefore the claim is considered to be indefinite. 
For example, what exactly is meant by "determining a first method for detecting the 
signal"? This could be embodied by several different receiver operational parameters 
such as: frequency, phase, amplitude, modulation, etc. What exactly is meant by 
"determining at least one rule that defines how the receiver operates to detect signals 
from a source"? This is not considered to be patentably distinct from what a prior art 
receiver operates. Once the receiver parameter is chosen, then the receiver will 
operate according to a "rule* be it parameter range limits, frequency range bands, 
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modulation type, amplitude threshold, etc. Thus Examiner maintains the rejection of the 
claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1 -1 0 and 1 3-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated 
by Roseetal(*001). 

The claims, as best understood, are considered to be met by Rose et al ('001) 
who disclose a system for detecting signals using at least one rule and operating the 
receiver according to that rule. Applicant argues that Rose discloses a method of 
utilizing a bearing rate of change, or equivalent^ bearing differences, to estimate 
emitter geolocation. Once an emitter has been detected, multiple platforms are 
determined as well as multiple bearing differences between the detected emitter and a 
platform. Rose is directed towards improving emitter geolocation estimation accuracy by 
reducing the effect of bias errors utilizing the process of determining bearing 
differences. Thus, the method disclosed in Rose is directed to a process which takes 
place after an emitter signal has been detected. Examiner respectfully disagrees. 
Applicant is claiming that the process takes place after the emitter is detected. 
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However, Examiner submits that the receiver of Rose inherently has a "method of 
operating" the receiver to detect a signal. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1 1 , 12, 23, and 24 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John B. Sotomayor whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6978. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 8:30AM to 
5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tom H. Tarcza, can be reached on 703-306-4171 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 




John B. Sotomayor 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3662 



